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Description:	

We	built	this	platform	bed	with	storage	side	for	our	pre-teen	daughter’s	room,	and	she	couldn’t	be	
happier.		The	bed	is	very	comfortable,	and	the	storage	piece	adds	style	and	function.		I	love	that	this	bed	
helps	divide	up	larger	rooms	visually	without	sacrificing	function	or	space.		It’s	an	easy	build	using	all	off	
the	shelf	lumber	and	basic	joinery.			
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Supplies	+	Materials	 Cut	List	
2	–	1x6	@	12	feet	long	–	cut	bed	trim	pieces	from	
these	
3	–	1x6	@	8	feet	long	–	cut	planked	pieces	from	
these	
1	–	1x3	@	8	feet	long	
2	–	1x12	@	8	feet	long	
1	–	1x10	@	10	feet	long	
7	–	2x4	@	8	feet	long	
4	–	4”-6”		tall	furniture	feet	or	caster	wheels	
3”	self	tapping	wood	screws	(about	50)	
1-1/4”	brad	nails	
Wood	glue	
2”	self	tapping	wood	screws	(about	25)	
Scrap	wood	or	plywood	for	platform	(1	sheet	of	½”	
will	be	enough)	
Tools:	Compound	Miter	Saw,	Drill,	18	Gg	Brad	
Nailer,	Measuring	Tape,	Square,	Eye/Ear	
Protection,	Circular	saw	or	Table	Saw	if	using	
plywood	for	slat	system,	Orbital	Sander,	Drill	Bit	
Set	

2	–	2x4	@	64-1/2”	–	Inner	Frame	Ends	
2	–	2x4	@	14-1/4”	–	Inner	Frame	Center	Supports	
5	–	2x4	@	72”	–	Inner	Frame	Joists,	Sides	
1	–	2x4	@	26”	–	Storage	Support	Piece	
2	–	1x6	@	75”	–	cut	to	fit	–	Outer	Frame	
2	–	1x6	@	66”	–	cut	to	fit	–	Outer	Frame	
2	–	1x12	@	75”	–	Storage	Top,	Bottoms	
2	–	1x12	@	20-1/2”	–	Storage	Sides	
2	–	1x10	@	19”	–	Storage	Dividers	
3	–	1x10	@	24-1/2”	–	Storage	Shelves	
3	–	1x6	@	75”	–	Storage	Planked	Back	
1	–	1x3	@	75”	–	Storage	Planked	Back	Filler	Piece	
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Step	1:	Using	3”	self	tapping	wood	screws,	build	the	inner	frame	with	2x4	pieces.		Check	to	make	sure	
inner	frame	is	square	by	taking	diagonals	of	opposite	outside	corners	and	adjusting	until	diagonals	
match.	
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Step	2:	Add	additional	joist	to	inner	frame.		Attach	with	3”	self	tapping	wood	screws.	
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Step	3:	Measure	and	cut	the	side	trim,	one	each	from	12’	long	1x6	boards.		Apply	glue	to	2x4	and	use	1-
1/4”	brad	nails	to	attach	to	inner	frame.		Leave	a	1-1/2”	gap	on	top.	
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Step	4:	Repeat	step	3	to	for	ends	of	outer	frame.	



ANA	WHITE	PLATFORM	BED:	RYOBI	2017	PROJECT	#5	
Page	7	of	15	

	

Step	5:	Attach	storage	support	to	top	of	inner	bed	frame	as	shown	using	3”	self	tapping	wood	screws.	

This	completes	the	platform.	
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Step	6:	Cut	1x12	pieces	and	attach	at	corners.		You	can	use	1-1/4”	brad	nails	and	glue	to	build,	or	
optionally	2”	self	tapping	wood	screws	or	1-1/4”	pocket	hole	screws.	
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Step	7:	Cut	1x10	dividers	and	place	inside	1x12s.		Inset	¾”	and	attach	with	1-1/4”	nails	and	glue	using	a	
square	as	a	guide.			
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Step	8:	Cut	two	blocks	9-1/4”	long	(preferably	from	1x10	material	but	other	material	will	work).		Place	
inside	project	and	use	as	a	guide	for	setting	height	of	shelves.		Attach	two	outer	shelves	with	glue	and	1-
1/4”	brad	nails.		For	middle	shelf	you	will	need	to	toenail	from	front	of	shelf,	nailing	at	an	angle	into	the	
vertical	dividers.	
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Step	9:	On	side	or	project	with	1-1/4”	difference	between	outer	frame	and	shelves/dividers,	mark	
location	of	all	1x10	boards	on	inside	lip	of	1x12.		You’ll	use	these	marks	as	a	guide	to	nail	back	pieces	on.		
Set	1x6s	and	1x3	in	back	to	make	sure	they	fit.		Remove	boards	and	apply	glue	to	all	1x10	edges.		Apply	
glue	to	end	and	top	edge	of	first	1x6.		Set	in	place	and	nail	to	1x10s.		Then	nail	through	outside	1x12s	
into	side	and	top	edges	of	1x6.		Repeat	steps	until	all	planking	is	complete.	
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Step	10:	We	choose	to	finish	the	platform	and	storage	piece	separately,	then	assemble	in	room	(since	
the	bed	is	quite	large	and	will	be	difficult	to	move	inside	rooms	or	up/down	stairwells.		To	assemble,	use	
2”	self	tapping	screws	to	screw	through	storage	base	into	frame.		Screw	also	into	26”	long	2x4	on	
mattress	side.	
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Step	11:	Install	furniture	feet	or	caster	wheels	to	manufacturer’s	recommendations.	
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Step	12:	If	additional	support	is	desired,	2x4s	center	legs	can	be	added.		Just	measure	and	cut,	and	
attach	with	3”	self	tapping	wood	screws.	At	least	one	center	leg	is	recommended.	
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Step	13:	For	the	platform	base,	we	like	to	use	up	scrap	material.		If	you	are	using	new	plywood,	cut	one	
piece	75”	x	48”	and	screw	to	bed,	leaving	gap	on	storage	side,	with	2”	screws.		Then	cut	three	plywood	
pieces	6”	x	25”	and	attach	in	remaining	openings.	

If	using	plywood,	you	may	wish	to	drill	ventilation	holes	in	plywood	to	allow	mattress	to	breathe.	

	

	


